Professional Sports in America
Cold Spring Harbor 2013-2014
Teacher: Mr. Pesca					E-Mail:apesca028@gmail.com	
[bookmark: _GoBack]Period: 6							apesca@csh.k12.ny.us
Overview:
	I am looking forward to an enjoyable year with all of you.  Our goal will be to look at the history of professional sports in America not only in the cultural aspect but through the lens of an economist as well.  Through the course we will discuss the history of the not only the four major sports in America (Baseball, basketball, football and hockey) but also sports that have made great strides in popularity in the past few decades such as lacrosse and NASCAR. Professional sports have played a major role in shaping American communities and have had many impacts on the family unit. While there will be discussion on past history of sports, much of the in class discussion will deal with many of the current developments in sports. Some of the current topics that we will cover will be the fantasy sports, endorsements, Jonny Manziel NCAA violations, the PSL’s, performance enhancing drugs, and team budgets and free agency. If you come in with an open mind, show up to class prepared, and complete your assignments, our classroom will run very effectively and be a great success.  


Requirements:
In order to help us create a class environment that is most conducive to an academic excellence I have come up with a few rules of conduct.  They may be different than other teachers’, so read them over carefully, and get to know them.  You should feel free to ask me any questions.  I will be more than willing to help you with any questions you have.
1) Be respectful to everyone this includes others’ opinions even if they differ from your own.  
2) Complete your assignments in a timely manner: late assignments will lose points  
3) Participate in class: it will help your grade and help our class, ask questions.  
4) Be responsible: take responsibility for yourself and your actions.  If you miss class it is your responsibility, so contact me and make sure you hand your work in on time, this applies when you are sick, away, etc. 
5) A high level of attendance is expected which can only help to ensure success of the student in this class.

Grades: Your grade will be comprised chiefly of four types of grades, quizzes, homework, projects/presentations, and participation. Students will be graded on a mathematically calculated point system.  Each assignment, project, activity, paper, test, and quiz will be given a point value which correlates with its level of difficulty and worth.  For example a project or test may be 100 points, a current event 10, and a research class assignment 25.

Your entire body of work will be considered in assigning your grade, not only your papers, tests, and assignments, but the degree to which you were prepared every day, completed the readings, and participated in class. Poor attendance will reflect negatively on your grade.
The student is responsible for notes and assignments missed because of absences (excused or unexcused, extracurricular related or not). Students should acquire the phone numbers or email addresses of other students to help keep up. Work assigned before the absence is due the day they return. There will be point penalties for late assignments.

Assignments:
All assignments will be designed to increase your understanding of the material at hand.  We will attempt to have as many assignments per quarter as possible to give you every opportunity to improve yourself and grade.  You will be given plenty of time for your assignments, so give them the respect they deserve, do not wait until the night before to start working on them or studying for them.  I will make myself available to you as a resource for extra help all you need to do is ask. Assignments and due dates of the assignments will be announced in class and the assignments due will regularly be posted in the classroom

Good Luck!

Please read and sign acknowledging understanding of the syllabus. *Please place a check to the left of the preferred method of contact*

Student’s Name (Printed): ___________________	Class Period: _______________

Student’s Signature: _______________________	Date: _____________________

Parent’s Signature: ________________________

______Home Phone: ______________________________________________________

______Parent’s Work/Cell #: _______________________________________________

______Email: ___________________________________________________________



